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where it was thought that owing to the extreme cold, English
woollen cloths wrould be very acceptable and sell at a good
price. To this end the King has retained here for some time a
pilot from Seville well versed in the affairs of the sea, though in
the end the undertaking has been abandoned, all owing to the
King not choosing to agree to the pilot's terms5. A passage
between Iceland and Greenland could only lead due north
across the Pole, and thence the expedition could turn to the
scountry of the Tartarians', and find a new market for woollens.
The double coincidence that the plan is the Thorne-Barlow
plan, and that the date is that independently determined for
the proposal of the plan to Henry VIII, can leave no doubt
that this letter affords information of the outcome of the
matter. It is tempting to suppose that Sebastian Cabot, Barlow's
old Admiral, well known to be anxious to return to the service
of England, and well known to be greedy of reward, was the
pilot of Seville referred to, but there is no evidence to confirm
such a supposition.
It is worth remark, as probably forming a contributory
reason for the serious consideration of the northern voyage,
that in January 1541 the following report had been received
from France; 'Mr Wallop to the King's Majesty: The ffrench
king sendythe certayne shippes to seeke the trayde of spicery
by a shorter way than the portingallez doth use with a nomber
of five or six hundred fotemen intending to passe by mare
glasearum: theire pilote ys one Jacquez Cartier, a britton, who is
of thoppynion that there is three mouneths of the yere navigable,
that is to saye from the myddes of may to the myddes of
augusteX
The next documentary reference to Roger Barlow is in
February 1543, when he was employed on a confidential
mission by the Privy Council. A Spanish ship had been driven
by stress of weather into Milford Haven, and it was said that
the Mayor of Pembroke, who as Vice-Admiral of the Coast
would officially deal with the prize, had himself embezzled
1 H. P. Biggar: Documents relating to Cartier, No. cxiv